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Germany's painful entry into the modern age elicited many conflicting emotions. Excitement and anxiety
about the "disenchantment of the world" predominated, as Germans realized that the triumph of science and
reason had made the nation materially powerful while impoverishing it spiritually. Eager to enchant their
world anew, many Germans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries responded by turning to a
variety of paranormal beliefs and practices?including Theosophy, astrology, psychical research, graphology,
dowsing, and spirit healing. No mere fringe phenomenon, the German occult movement had a truly national
presence, encompassing hundreds of clubs, businesses, institutes, and publishers providing and consuming
occult goods and services.

In A Science for the Soul, historian Corinna Treitel explores the appeal and significance of German occultism
in all its varieties between the 1870s and the 1940s, locating its dynamism in the nation's struggle with
modernization and the public's dissatisfaction with scientific materialism. Occultism, Treitel notes, served as
a bridge between traditional religious beliefs and the values of an increasingly scientific, secular, and liberal
society. Drawing on a wealth of archival materials, Treitel describes the individuals and groups who
participated in the occult movement, reconstructs their organizational history, and examines the economic
and social factors responsible for their success.

Building on this foundation, Treitel turns to the question of how Germans used the occult in three realms of
practice: Theosophy, where occult studies were used to achieve spiritual enlightenment; the arts, where
occult states of consciousness fueled the creative process of avant-garde painters, writers, and dancers; and
the applied sciences, where professionals in psychology, law enforcement, engineering, and medicine
employed occult techniques to solve characteristic problems of modernity. In conclusion, Treitel considers
the conflicting meanings occultism held for contemporaries by focusing on the anti-spiritualist campaigns
mounted by the national press, the Protestant and Catholic Churches, local and national governments, and the
Nazi regime, which after years of alternating between affinity and antipathy for occultism, finally crushed
the movement by 1945.

Throughout, A Science for the Soul examines German occultism in its broadest cultural setting as a key
aspect of German modernism, offering new insights into how Germans met the challenge of pursuing
meaningful lives in the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific A Science
for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern to read.

Annette Carroll:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German
Modern as the daily resource information.

Benedict Wilkerson:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the
Genesis of the German Modern is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bruce Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is A Science for the Soul:
Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern.
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